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Abstract:

This research study conducts a thorough review of the agritourism research literature. The study used
a structured literature review process to identify established and emerging research clusters for
epistemological analysis. Using a structured literature review process, the study identified established
and emergent research clusters for epistemological analysis. This research study carry out a
comprehensive evaluation of the agritourism research literature. Research clusters that are both
established and new were identified for epistemological examination in the study, which used a
structured literature review process. In the study, established and emergent research clusters have been
found for epistemological analysis utilizing a systematic literature review method. Such analysis aids in
identifying the main research topics, interrelations, and collaboration patterns in the study area of
agritourism and other fields of study incorporating related themes. Using visualization of commonalities,
the agritourism research field is graphically mapped (VOSviews). VOS software examined the
bibliographic information in 352 research publications using data extracted from Web of Science
databases from a period of 2000 and 2024. This graphical mapping illustrated the authors’ and countries’
contributions, their collaboration, and publication pattern over the period. In addition, this paper gives
insights about majorly studied research themes, identified common areas of current research interest

and also potential directions for future research.
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Introduction

The popularity of rural areas or countryside, which are perceived as pleasantly calm, serene, authentic,
tranquil, and unique, is growing, resulting in annual rises in the number of tourists visiting farms (lonela
et al., 2018; Lane et al., 2022; McClinchey & Carmichael, 2010). This has assisted the swift growth of
rural tourism. Tourists have recently preferred tourism that allows them to enjoy the countryside and
learn about local agricultural cultures. They are also curious about the production and processing of
agricultural products (Chen et al., 2018; Roman et al., 2022; Van Zyl & van der Merwe, 2021; Welteji &
Zerihun, 2018). Since agriculture is the main source of food, money, and employment in rural areas, it
has been crucial to the economies of developing countries (Greyling, 2012; Khanna & Solanki, 2014;
Macatta, 2015; Otsuka, 2016; Praburaj, 2018; Smutka et al., 2009; Wegren & Elvestad, 2018).

It has already had a valuable contribution on the economic growth of industrialized nations, and it is
crucial for the increase in the economy of less developed nations (Johnston and Mellor, 1961; Meijerink
& Roza, 2007; Pfunzo, 2017; Santeramo & Barbieri, 2017; Yang, 2012). However, during the same time
period, the risk and uncertainty associated with agriculture and trade increases. These discrepancies
are mostly caused by the increasing market globalization brought on by trade liberalization, which has
boosted competition on the global market. In these circumstances, tourism is considered as a solution
since it has the potential to encourage rural areas and offer them a driving force for long term
development (Ibdnescu et al., 2018; Irshad, 2010; Khan et al., 2020).

Implementing sound tourist development in rural areas could help these fragile regions that rely on
agricultural production to have a long term future (Hall & Gdssling, 2016; Zhang, 2012). Rural places
provide a one-of-a-kind potential to attract tourists seeking to connect with their "cultural, historic, ethnic,
and geographical roots" (Almeida & Machado, 2021; Dimitrovski et al., 2012; Randelli et al., 2013). The
visitor supply side is reacting to the continuous necessity for rural experience by creating novel tourism
products, such as agritourism, that are connected to the rural environment (Bhatta and Ohe, 2020; Lak
& Khairabadi, 2022; Telfer & Wall, 1996). Rural areas have become a popular tourist destination due to

the beauty of their landscape and the health and tranquility of their surroundings.

In recent years, agritourism has received a lot of interest from researchers as well as state policymakers
(Ekka et al., 2021; Yeboah et al., 2017). Agritourism is thought to be an innovative co-creative approach
to rurality. The scholarly community is following the developing interest in rural communities, causing
the agritourism topic to become visible more frequently on investigate plans in tourism (Ammirato et al.,
2022; Vukovi, 2017; Zawadka et al., 2022). This research does a bibliometric analysis of the literature
on ‘agritourism’. The study's goal was to look at all of the cross reference literature sources that had the
keyword "agritourism" in them, with the goal of better understanding current trends in the field and giving

a strong foundation for a deeper comprehension of the academic knowledge on agritourism. The
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findings of the study will enable young researchers to identify most significant stream of agritourism

scholarly information distributed in Web of Science recorded journals.
Literature Review

Since it was successful development in 1970, the concept of agritourism has been ad-dressed in the
tourism literature (Chikuta & Makacha, 2016; Kizos, 2016; Karampela et al., 2016). During the last few
decades, agritourism has grown in popularity year after year (Ciolac et al., 2019; Santeramo & Barbieri,
2017). However, “the basic the key features that describe agritourism as a concept have received little
attention” (Flanigan et al., 2014). The terms ‘agritourism’ and ‘rural tourism’ are frequently used
interchangeably (Bajger-Kowalska et al., 2016; Barbieri & Mshenga, 2008; Phillip et al., 2010), or other
tourism activities in rural communities for example farm visits and farm tourism (Zhang et al., 2009). The
usage of the terms completely different geographical social and political backgrounds contributes to the
confusion (Lamie et al., 2021; Lapan & Barbieri, 2014; Srisomyong, 2010; Tew & Barbieri, 2012).

Furthermore, there are many synonyms and definitions for the term agritourism in various contexts, such
as “agritourism”, “agrotourism”, “farm tourism”, “vacation farm” or “agritainment” (Dubois et al., 2017;
The National Agricultural Law Center, 2021). The scholarly and nonacademic community's progressing
talks about the meaning of agritourism are generally related to geopolitical contexts associated with
government policy (McGehee et al., 2007; Arroyo et al., 2013). General, the issue of terminology is
fraught with ambiguity, particularly when writers fail to include an agritourism definition in their studies.
In spite of the fact that there is no single definition of agritourism (Barbieri, 2013), a few definitions of
agritourism are provided below (Table 1) in order to highlight similarities and differences in the concept's

perception.

Overview of definition used in the literature for agritourism and related labels

Term Definition Reference
Agitourism “any practice developed on a working farm with the purpose of attracting (Mshenga, 2008
visits” ; Goa et al.,

2014; Pittman,

2006
“a special type of rural tourism in with which the hosting house must be (Malkanthi &
integrated into an agritourism state, inhabited by the proprietor, allowing Marques, 2006;
Visitors to take part in agriculture or complimentary activities on the property” Routry, 2011;
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“rural enterprises which incorporate both a working farm environment and a

commercial tourism component”

“tourism products which are directly connected with the agrarian environment,

agrarian products or agrarian stays”

Kiper, 2011)

(McGehee, 200
2007; McGehee

et al.,, 2007)

(Sharpley &

Sharpley, 1997;
Che et al., 2005)

“activities of hospitality performed by agricultural entrepreneurs and their family (Sonnino,

members that must remain connected and complementary to farming

activities”
Agrotourism “tourism activities which are undertaken in non-urban regions by individuals

whole main employment is in the primary or secondary sector of the

economy”

“tourist activities of small-scale, family or co-operative in origin, being

developed in rural areas by people employed in agriculture”

“provision of touristic opportunities on working farms”

Farm tourism “rural tourism conducted on working farms where the working environment

forms part of the product from the perspective of the consumer”

2004; Phillip et
., 2010)
(Lakovidou,
1997;

(Kizo &

Losifides, 2007)

(Wall, 2000)

(Clarke, 1999)

“tourist activity is closely intertwined with farm activities and often with the (Gladstone &
viability of the household economy” 2000)
“to take tourist in and put them up on farms, involving them actively in farming (Lakovodou,
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life and production activities”

“commercial tourism enterprises on working farm this excludes bed and

breakfast establishments nature-based tourism and staged entertainment”

“activities and service offered to commercial clients in a working farm

environment for participation, observation or education”

“a part of rural tourism the location of the of the accommodation on a

part-time or full-time farm being the distinguishing criterion”

“‘increasingly used to describe a range of activities (which) may have little in
common with farm other than the farmer manages the land on which they
take place”

Farm-based “phenomenon of attracting people onto agricultural holding”

tourism

“an alternative farm enterprise”

Vacation Farm  “incorporate both a working farm environment and a commercial tourism

component”

2007; Tew &

Barbier, 2012)

(Oilenburg &
Buckley, 2007;
Arroy et al.,

2013)

Oilenburg, 2006

;  Govindasamy
& Kelley, 2014)

(Oppermann,

1996)

(Roberts &

Hal,  2001)

(Evans &

Libery, 1989)

Libery et al.,

1998)

(Weaver &

Fennell, 1997)

Table 1. Overview of definitions used in the literature for agritourism and related labels
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A complex and puzzling picture is suggested by a large variety of agritourism definitions (Flanigan et al.,
2014; Phillip et al., 2010). As a result of the above proposed criteria, agritourism comprises a wide range
of activities that are superficially similar yet have significant variances. The "connection tourist/working
farm, the sort of direct or indirect interaction with agriculture supplied to the tourist, and the authenticity
of the experience in terms of actual engagement in farm duties" are the most common misunderstood

aspects of any agritourism definition (Phillip et al., 2010).

The research purpose is to evaluate the development towards an improved agritourism for the period of
2000-2024. The result of this research can assist researchers to understand better the current
investigation methodologies and hotspots so that they can identify their possible future research
directions. The policies are also raised for recommendations to facilitate the implementation of
agritourism. The whole paper is organized as below. After this introduction section, “Methods and data”
details research methods and data. “Results” presents study results and “Research key points”
discusses future research directions and raised policy recommendations, as well as research limitations.

Finally, “Conclusions” draws research conclusions.
Methods and Data

Various publication characteristics, such as types of publication, categories in research, significant
research institutions and other organizations, countries, and citation patterns, as well as content analysis
of titles and keywords, are unearthed using a bibliometric analysis method. Bibliometric analysis,
according to Pritchard (1969), is the mathematical application and statistical approaches to books and
other forms of written communication. Bibliometric analysis is known as a quantitative analysis method
of the literature that can provide scientific, technological, and evolutionary models of science (Hou et al.
2015; Jacobs, 2001; Lee, 2020; Manley, 2011; Thanuskodi & Venkatalakshmi, 2010; Wallin, 2005;
Zhang et al. 2015). Bibliometric analysis evaluates various fields outside of libraries and data science
scientific progress and direct youthful analysts to distinguish future research directions (Fu et al., 2010;
Geng et al. 2017; Kalantari et al., 2017; Liu et al. 2011). Bibliometric approaches offer important
advantages over other research evaluation methods. It can be utilized to create valuable quantitative
indicators of collaboration and measures of interdisciplinary research. By using VOSviewer the software

provides the possibility to display the information in a graphical way, through category maps.

Scopus and Web of Science (WoS) are widely considered as the most prominent and most powerful
systematic collection of data in the world (Garrigos-Simon et al., 2018; Kulkarni et al., 2009; Pranckute,
2021; Zhu & Liu, 2020). These two databases have become essential instruments for bibliometric study
since they cover published papers and database citations in all sectors of science (Ashiq et al., 2022;
Burnham 2006; Vieira & Gomes 2009). Nevertheless, a comparative study found that redundant

publications are a severe data quality issue in Scopus that needs to be addressed (Valderrama-Zurian
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etal., 2015). Also Scopus did not provide any additional relevant references in a previous research study
that used WoS after crossing with Scopus (Fetscherin et al., 2020; Ji et al., 2020; Vallaster et al., 2019).
On the other hand, WoS provides standardized and high-quality academic material (Shasha, 2025).
Also WoS “collects scientific publications with the most significant impact and is used as the main
criterion in academic decision making” (Jiménez-Garcia et al., 2020; Shasha et al., 2020; Shasha &
Weideman, 2025). As a result, the WoS database was chosen as the source of original data for this
study, and data was collected in November 2024. There were a total of 2327 results from the phrase
"agritourism" in the search. We selected "agritourism," (Topic) or "agrotourism," (Topic) or "farm tourism,"
(Topic) or "vacation farm," (Topic) or "agritainment" (Topic) through a refinement of terms search and
obtaining 553 results. The results were filtered using Boolean operators: Articles, reviews, and early
access materials in English; set times: 2000-2024; Indexes: Science Citation Index Expanded (SCI-
EXPANDED, SSCI).

Bibliometric indicators, which are systems for analyzing and interpreting data, were used in the
bibliometric analysis (Garrigos-Simon et al., 2018). After using the Boolean operators, 352 bibliographic
resources were found, which were then evaluated in this study. The data was then treated using VOS
visualization program to show some of the possible outcomes graphically. Between countries and
institutions, the study made use of papers that appeared simultaneously by year, trending keywords, co-
citation, coupling bibliographic, and authorship analysis. From the perspectives of influence, important
journals, publications, themes, authors, institutions, and nations, the findings determined the main trends
and the status of development. Analysis and visual representation are significant because they can
assist professionals and academics in better understanding what research areas have been researched
more or less in agritourism, with results connected to agritourism and mapping of the area's primary
trends. If two documents receive a citation from the same article, the citation is created. This approach
is used by the document, the journal, and the author. The most common keywords used in documents
are measured by the author's term co-occurrence. Co-authorship shows publication volume for a set of
variables and how they are linked, and bibliographic coupling occurs when two reports cite the same

archive (Mulet-Forteza et al., 2018). This tactic can be applied to countries and institutions.
Results

The Trend of Related Publications per Year

The first article on agritourism was recognized in a well-known database called WoS in 2001 and it was
published in a journal called EKOLOGIA-BRATISLAVA under the title “The assumptions for the tourism
development in rural areas in Slovakiac” by (Krnacova et al., 2001). The purpose of this article was to

“find out strong rural areas with a high potential for recreational activities and high potential of human
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resources with good educational level”. Agritourism became a regular topic of discussion in 2006, when

13 articles were written on the subject, indicating the growing academic interest (See Fig. 1.).
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Figure 1: The general trends in agritourism publications from 2000 to 2024

However, there has been a fluctuation in numbers of article publications and article citations annually.
As for annual publication, there was no publication on agritourism in year 2000, 1article in 2001, 1 article
in 2002, 3 articles in 2003, 2 articles in 2004, 4 articles in 2005 and 13 articles in 2006. The results also
indicate that there was a decrease of publication in 2007 only 5 articles were published, also 7 articles
were published in 2008 and 8 articles were published in 2009 compared to 2013. In 2010, there was an
increase of 13 published articles. In 2011, 9 articles were published, 10 articles were published in 2012,
11 articles were published in 2013, 25 articles were published in 2014, 18 articles were published in
2015, 26 articles were published in 2016, 23 articles were published in 2017, 32 articles were published
in 2018, 40 articles were published in 2019, 52 articles were published in 2020, 61 articles were
published in 2021, 68 articles were published in 2022, 76 articles were published in 2023 and by
November 2024, 70 articles were published. As for annual citation, there was no article citation between
year 2000 and year 2004. In 2005 there were 4 citations, in 2006 there were 9 citations, in 2007 there
were 14 citations, in 2008 there were 43 citations, in 2009 there were 50 citations, in 2010 there were
92 citations, in 2011 there were 107 citations, in 2012 there were 158 citations, in 2013 there were 183
citations, in 2014 there were 343 citations, in 2015 there were 267 citations, in 2016 there were 370
citations, in 2017 there were 490 citations, in 2018 there were 550 citations, in 2019 there were 762
citations, in 2020 there were 1125 citations, in 2022 there were 1163 citations, in 2023 there were 1210

citations and in 2024 there were 1301 citations. Fig. 1. illustrates the annual trend of publications and
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citations on the subjects, generated from the sample of 352 articles. It is interesting to note that the data
collection took place in November 2024 and therefore, as this is a growing topic, it is expected that more
articles will be published in 2024 than in 2023.

Top Productive Journals

Table 1 shows the top 15 most productive journals with detailed publications, percentages and impact
factors in different journals. “Sustainability” is the most productive journal with more than (31%) of the
total number of publications. The second journal in terms of productivity is “Tourism Management” with
(10%), followed by “Journal of sustainable tourism” (8%), followed by “Current Issues in Tourism” with
(7%), followed by “Journal of Environmental Protection and Ecology” with (6%), followed by “Journal of
Rural Studies” with (6%), followed by “Tourism Economics” with (5%), followed by “Land Use Policy”
with (4%), followed by Journal of Travel Research” with (4%), followed by “Scandinavian Journal of
Hospitality and Tourism” with (4%), followed by “Agricultural Economics Zemedelska Ekonomika” with
(3%), followed by “Annals of Tourism Research” with (3%), followed by “Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism
Research” with (3%), followed by “Environmental Engineering and Management Journal” with (3%) and
lastly “International Food and Agribusiness Management Review” with (3%). The top 15 journals are
published by the world's most renowned academic publishers: Elsevier, Taylor & Francis, Routledge and
SAGE.

No Journal name? No of %* IF (2023)¢
Publications®
1 Sustainability 49 233 3,251
2 Tourism Management 15 0.71 10.967
3 Journal of Sustainable Tourism 13 0.61 7,968
4 Current Issues in Tourism 11 0.52 4.147
5 Journal of Environmental Protection and Ecology 10 0.47 0.692
6 Journal of Rural Studies 9 042 4.849
7 Tourism Economics 7 0.33 4.438
8 Land Use Policy 7 0.33 5.57
9 Journal of Travel Research 6 0.28 10.982
10 Scandinavian Journal of Hospitality and Tourism 6 0.28 4.392
11 Agricultural Economics-Zemedelska Ekonomika 5 0.23 0.789
12 Annals of Tourism Research 5 0.23 9.011
13 Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism Research 5 0.23 3.677
14 Environmental Engineering and Management Journal 5 0.23 0.869
15 International Food and Agribusiness Management 5 0.23 1.601
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Review 5

Table 2: Top 15 agritourism journals from 2000 to 2024 (Source: Own elaboration)
aConferences or Meetings organized for specific research issues.
bThe total publications in that journal during 2000—-2024.
°The percentage of the related publications in that journal.

9The journal’s impact factor for 2023.
Analysis of the Keywords Trends

The 352 articles included in the sample were classified by identifying and analyzing the most used
keywords. From this study analysis, topics that often arise in the analyzed area are stand out. The map
showed in the figure groups keywords into five clusters. The main keywords in each cluster are
agritourism (red cluster), agriculture (dark blue cluster), diversification (green cluster), typology (yellow
cluster) and farm tourism (purple cluster). This map shows that diversification, typology and farm tourism
appear to be areas of research and new research opportunities are emerging. This section may be
divided by subheadings. It should provide a concise and precise description of the experimental results,

their interpretation, as well as the experimental conclusions that can be drawn.
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Figure 2: Keyword trends 2000-2024

From the 352 articles, 1613 keywords were identified. Of these, 680 words appeared only once, which
means 68% prevalence. Another 233 keywords appeared more than twice, accounting for (23%), 84

keywords showed more than five times, accounting for (7%), 5 keywords appeared more than twenty
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times, accounting for (1%), and just six words appeared more than forty times, accounting for (1%). The
keywords “agritourism”, “rural tourism”, “tourism”, “diversification”, “agriculture” and “farm tourism”
appeared over than 40 times. The keyword “agritourism” appeared in 167 articles and was the most
used word to summarize the main subject of the articles analyzed, followed by “rural tourism” 87

occurrences and “tourism” 79 occurrences.
International Cooperation of Countries in the Field of Agritourism

Fig. 3. display the 10 most productive countries (for example, USA, Italy, China, Poland, Romania,
Australia, Greece, Norway, Spain and England) in international co-operation in the field of agritourism.
The United State is a very active country for international agritourism cooperation, especially with
Austria, Italy, China, Thailand, Japan, Germany, Australia, South Korea, Switzerland and Peru. As the
most productive country, China is actively working with other countries like the United States, New
Zealand, Romania, Taiwan and Sweden. Also ltaly cooperated with other countries, such as USA,
Sweden, Germany, Poland, Greece, Spain, France, Turkey, Australia, Japan and Croatia. There is no
African country cooperating with other countries. For countries with high academic output, close
collaboration is common, as researchers can easily find potential research partners in those countries
due to their similar research interests. In fact, such international cooperation expanded their research

capabilities and contributed to the development of agritourism research.
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Figure 3: Co-authorship by country
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Different Countries’ Performances

The number of publications in a country reflects its overall focus and strength in in the respective fields
of research. Table 2 depicts the top 20 most productive countries when only the initial author's nationality
is taken into account. The United States was the most prolific country by total number of publications,
publications without international cooperation, publications with international cooperation and first
author, accounting for 24% of all publications. Italy was the second largest producer accounting for 14%
of the total publications, but well behind the United States. China is amongst other producing countries
with (13%), Poland (7%), Romania(6%), Australia (4%), Greece (3%), Norway (3%), Spain (3%), UK
(3%), Czeck republic (3%), Switzerland (2%), Thailand (2%), Scotland (2%), Germany (2%), Australia
(2%), France (2%), Japan (2%), New Zealand (2%) and South Korea (2%) demonstrates the worldwide
interest on this research subject.

Unsurprisingly, the United States is the most prolific country in the publications of agritourism.
Agritourism assist farmers and ranchers in the USA to make money from educational or recreational
activities such as farm tours or "pick-your-own vegetables and fruits" programs. The agritourism revenue
has tripled between 2002 and 2017, according to the Census of Agriculture (Grillini et al., 2022; Lucha
et al., 2016). The small and medium-sized farms are increasingly considering agritourism as a strategy
to maintain competitiveness (Khanal & Mishra, 2014; Tugade, 2020). Agritourism in the United States
has also helped revitalize rural economies, educate the public about agriculture, and preserve
agricultural heritage (Whitt et al., 2019). Additionally, agritourism can be an attractive option for
community-oriented operations as it provides more job opportunities for local residents. Italy ranked 2nd
of the most productive countries in agritourism. Italy is famous not only for its artistic cities, but also for

its natural beauty and delicious cuisine.

Unsurprisingly, the local hospitality industry has developed and adopted the concept of agritourism. This
is a unique and efficient way to stay in Italy and enjoy the rural character of the place (Peira et al., 2021).
Italy has also created a national legislative framework for agritourism and laws that promote farm stays
and other recreational activities on the farm as a way for all Italian farmers to diversify their income
(Santucci, 2013; Sgroi et al., 2018). In ltaly, only the farmer and members of his family can perform
agritourism (Law no. 96/2006).

In addition, "activity of agritourism and not its tourist activities must be predominant" (Sidali, 2011). The
priority of agricultural activities is determined by hours worked, not income. In other words, it "forces"
agritourism entrepreneurs to devote themselves mainly to agricultural practices. In this context,

agricultural tourism can be considered a mix of tourism and agriculture.
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It is also not surprising that China ranked 3rd in the most productive countries in agritourism. China
continues to make efforts to lift its citizens out of poverty and initiatives have been taken to help people
in rural areas (Fang & Zhang, 2021; Kimura et al., 2021; World Bank Group, 2021). One of the industries
that have proven to be effective in alleviating rural poverty in China is the agritourism sector, which is
attracting increasing interest from developing and developed countries with large agricultural industries
(Awan et al., 2016; The Borgen Project, 2018). The growing interest in agritourism may be due to tourists'
growing awareness of environmental protection and the growing interest in improving the quality of life
of people living in rural areas in China. China's urban economy has also contributed to this popularity
through economic growth and increased awareness of healthy living, which has increased the demand

for organic products and rural tourism (The Borgen Project, 2018).

Poland ranked 4th of the most productive countries in agritourism. The agritourism industry in Poland is
considered one of the most important rural tourism services, and its development is based on the use
of farms as accommodation (Kaminska & Mularczyk, 2015). In recent years, Poland has witnessed the
growing importance of multifunctional farms as an alternative growth strategy in the context of structural
changes in agriculture and the adjustment of agricultural policies in Europe (Sadowski & Wojcieszak,
2019). Poland has favorable conditions for the development of agritourism, especially in regions

characterized by very low levels of industrialization and urbanization.

Lastly, Romania ranked 5th of the most productive countries in agritourism. The growth of agritourism
in Romania is significantly due to some intrinsic characteristics of agritourism that make it an ideal
activity for family-run businesses with a specific level of skills in the context of the growing market
demand for those who are able to enhance local foods and give them a just non-coded value (Ciolac et
al., 2021; Galluzzo, 2020). In addition, there are 5 Asian countries and 4 European countries in the 20

most productive countries, indicating that Asia and Europe actively support agricultural tourism.

Rank Co-authorship No of Citation Total
by countries publications Linkage
Strength
1 USA 88 2020 35
2 Italy 50 515 24
3 China 48 204 24
4 Poland 25 260 13
5 Romania 22 103 2
6 UK 17 668 13
7 Australia 13 238 7
8 Greece 12 38 10
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Norway 12
Spain 11
Czech Republic 9
Switzerland
Thailand
Germany
Austria
France
Japan

New Zealand

D OO O O O N 00

South Korea
Sweden 6

368
242
47
69
11
62
119
66
66
46
159
69

5

Table 3: Number of co-authored publications by country 2000-2024 (Source: Own elaboration)

Organization Performances

Table 3 demonstrates the primary performance of the first 15 most productive agritourism research

organizations from 2000 to 2024. Among all of them, 3 of them are in the United States, and 3 are in

Italy, showing that research institutions in the United States and Italy are more active in this field than

those in other nations. Agritourism in USA is acknowledged as a significant niche market within the

closely related notion of rural tourism, as well as a component of it.

Rank Institutions Country Articles Total linkage
Strength

1 North Caroline State University USA 16 18

2 University of Molise Italy 9 8

3 University of Missouri USA 8 6

4 University of Aegean Greece 6 2

5 Norwegian University of Science and  Norway 6 7
Technology

6 Rural Health Research Center USA 8

7 University of Agriculture in Krakéw Poland

8 Banat University of Agriculture Science Romania
and Veterinary Medicine

9 Chiba University Japan 5 3

10 The James Hutton Institute UK

11 University of Palermo Italy 5 2
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12 University of Turin Italy 5 4

13 Aristotle University of Thessaloniki Greece 4 11

14 Czech University of Life Science Czech Republic 4 2
Prague

15 University of Innsbruck Austria 4 7

Table 4: The top 15 most productive institutions on agritourism during the period of 2000-2024
(Source: Own elaboration)

Table 4 shows the main universities that published publications on the topics of the agricultural sector
and inter-institutional cooperation. The required chart was prepared based on a sample of 352 articles
that were part of this study. The organizations responsible for the results and the relationships between
them can be identified. The North Carolina State University in the United States stands out in the Web
of Science results, as do the University of Molise in Italy, the University of Missouri in the United States,

and the University of Aegean in Greece, among others.
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Title Authors Journal Year Citation Annual
Average

“The perceived benefits of agritourism: The provider’s perspective” Tew, C., Barbieri, C. Tourism Management 2012 419 (6) 46.55

“A typology for defining agritourism” Phillip, S., Hunter, C., Tourism Management 2009 572 (2) 47.66
Blackstock, K.

“Agritourism: Motivations behind Farm/Ranch Business Nickerson, N.P., Journal of Travel 2001 421 (5) 20.05

Diversification” Black, R.J., McCool, S.F. Research

“Motivation for Agri-Tourism Entrepreneurship” McGehee, N.G., Kim, K. Journal of Travel 2004 273 (11) 16.05

Research

“The transition from tourism on farms to farm tourism” Busby, G., Rendle, S. Tourism Management 2000 597 (1) 27.13

“Stated economic and social motivations of farm tourism operators”  Ollenburg, C., Journal of Travel 2007 298 (8) 21.28
Buckley, R.C. Research

"Defining agritourism: A comparative study of stakeholders' Arroyo, C.G,, Tourism Management 2013 267 (12) 33.37

perceptions in Missouri and North Carolina” Barbieri, C., Rich, S.R.

“The role of the firm and owner characteristics on the Barbieri, C., Sociologia ruralis 2008 333 (8) 25.61

performance of agritourism farms” Mshenga, P.M.

“Tourism, farming and diversification: An attitudinal study” Sharpley, R., Vass, A. Tourism Management 2006 518 (4) 34.53
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“Assessing the sustainability of agritourism in the US: a comparison  Barbieri, C. Journal of Sustainable 2012 220 (13)

between agritourism and other farm entrepreneurial ventures” Tourism

“An Agritourism Systems Model: A Weberian Perspective” McGehee, N.G. Journal of Sustainable 2007 296 (10)
Tourism

“For a ‘Piece of Bread'? Interpreting Sustainable Development Sonnino, R. Sociologia ruralis 2004 198 (14)

through Agritourism in Southern Tuscany”
“Gender and motivation for agri-tourism entrepreneurship” McGehee, N.G., Tourism Management 2007 336 (7)

Kim, K., Jennings, J.R.

“Sustaining production and strengthening the agritourism product: Che, D., Veeck, A, Agriculture and Human 2005 83 (15)

Linkages among Michigan agritourism destinations” Veeck, G. Values

“Does rural tourism benefit from agriculture?” Fleischer, A,, Tourism Management 2003 521 (3)
Tchetchik, A.

24.44

21.14

11.64

24

15.25

29.94

Table 5: Most cited articles from 2000 to 2024 (Source: Own elaboration)
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Analysis of Citation

Changes in annual citations can be used to monitor the impact of publications. Citations are sometimes
miscalculated, but the data leave traces of underlying patterns and study points. Table 5 shows the most
cited articles from 2000 to 2024, the average number of citations per year, article titles, and country of
origin. (Tew & Barbieri, 2012; Phillip et al., 2009; Nickerson et al., 2001; McGehee & Kim, 2004; Busby
& Rendle, 2000; Ollenburg & Buckley, 2007; Arroyo et al., 2013; Barbieri & Mshenga, 2008; Sharpley &
Vass, 2006; Barbieri, 2012; McGehee, 2007; Sonnino, 2004; McGehee et al., 2007; Che et al., 2005;
Fleischer & Tchetchik, 2003).

Analysis Fig. 4. The author's citation network can be identified. Citations are made when two documents
refer to the same document. This method is used for papers, journals, and authors, and it is used to
show how relevant a document is to a specific topic. Carla Barbieri, an Italian author, is one of the most

frequently named authors in the red cluster, along with other names like Larry Dwyer.
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Figure 4: Author citation network.

The final analysis concerns the production and publication by the authors. Table 4 shows the most prolific
authors. First Italian Professor Carla Barbieri from North Carolina State University has 16 of 352
publications, second is a Greece Professor Thanasis Kizos from University of the Aegean with 7 of 352
publications and third is a Romanian Professor Mariana Ramona Ciolac from Banat’s University of

Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine with 5 of 352 publications.

Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany — The Open Access Publisher.

More information and current publishing opportunities at wr-publishing.org



https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846
https://www.wr-publishing.org/

International Journal of Applied Research in Business and Management (ISSN: 2700-8983)

an Open Access journal by Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany.

Volume: 06 Issue: 02 Year: 2025

https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846

No Author Number Citation Total link strength
1. Barbieri, C. 16 662 174
2. Kizos, T. 7 106 74
3. Ciolac, R.M 5 38 65
4, Haugen, M.S. 5 248 21
5. lancu, T 5 37 65
6. Mastronardi, L. 5 105 82
7. Ohe, Y. 5 52 12
8. Adamoy, T. 4 37 65
9. Brandth, B. 4 110 15
10 Giaccio, V. 4 100 74
1. Giannelli, A. 4 100 74
12. Karampela, S. 4 32 56
13. Blackstock, K. 3 272 92
14. Hunter, C. 3 272 92
15. Scardera, A. 3 78 61

Table 6: Publications by authors (Source: Own elaboration)

Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany — The Open Access Publisher.

More information and current publishing opportunities at wr-publishing.org



https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846
https://www.wr-publishing.org/

International Journal of Applied Research in Business and Management (ISSN: 2700-8983)
an Open Access journal by Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany.

Volume: 06 Issue: 02 Year: 2025

https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846

sonnino r, 2004, sociol ruralis, v44, p28ggdoi 10.1111/j.1467-9523.2004.00276.x

busby g, 2000, tounsgmanage, v21, 85, doi 10.1016/s0261-5177(00)0001 1-x P

mcgehee n. g, 2007, journal of suslainabl@tourism, V15, p111, doi 10:2167/jos1634.

phillip s, 2010, tourism manage, v31, p#84, doi 10.1016/j.tourman.2009.08.001
L 4
barbieri ¢, 2008, sociol ruralis, v48, p1@,doi 10.1111/].1467-9523.2008.00450.x
arroyo cg, 2013, tourismymanage; v37§p39, doi 10.1016/j.tourman.2012.

ey r, 2006, tourism manage, v27, pdi40, doi 10.1016/j.tourman.2005.10.025

@ ¢, 2012, tourism manage, v33, p2#8, doi 10.1016/j.tourman.2011.02.005

veeck g, 2006, prof geogr, v58, p235, @1-10.1111/j11467-9272.2006.00565.X barbieric, 2013, j sustain tour, v21, p282, doi 10.1080/09669582.2012.685174

mcgehee n. g., 2004, journal'of travel res@@irch, v43; p161; dof 10.1177/004728750426

mcgehee ng, 2007, tourism manage, V2848280, doi 10.1016/).tourman.2005.12.022

carpio ce, 2008, j agr g@sour econ, v33, p254
@ ollenburg c; 2007, journal of travel.reseqigh, v45, p444, doi 10.1177/0047287507299

= nickerson n. p., 2001, journal of travel r§@arch, v40, p19, doi 10.1177/00472875010
&% VOSviewer

Figure 5: Bibliographic coupling of authors

Fig.5. It represents the bibliographic coherence of the authors and allows observing and measuring the
strength of the link between them. The map shows two well-defined clusters, with lines indicating

accompanying citations between authors.
Discussion

Agricultural tourism is a subsector of alternative tourism in the tourism industry, usually associated with
rural communities, which uses various farms as tourist destinations (Philip et al., 2010). It is becoming
more and more popular as the producers aim to offer rural experiences to urban residents diversify and
boost profitability. However, there is a necessity to develop a relationship between agriculture and
tourism to provide new source of revenue (Khan et al., 2020; Welteji & Zerihun, 2018). Expanding farm
businesses to include agritourism opportunities that can benefits owners, visitors and the farming
communities and keep farms financially sound (Shah et al., 2016). Encourage farmers to educate
tourists on the practice of sustainable farming for example, provide technical assistance to farmers can
make adoption of new farming practices more accessible and sustainable (Aubert et al., 2010; Pifieiro
et al., 2021). Empowering farm staff through tourism and entrepreneurship training. Educate tourists
about different farming ethics around farming methodologies. The farmers must make their fresh
products available for sale directly to agritourists. Share the agricultural heritage and rural lifestyles with

visitors. Famers must share the agricultural traditions and rural lifestyles with visitors. Improve

Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany — The Open Access Publisher.

More information and current publishing opportunities at wr-publishing.org



https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846
https://www.wr-publishing.org/

International Journal of Applied Research in Business and Management (ISSN: 2700-8983)
an Open Access journal by Wohllebe & Ross Publishing, Germany.

Volume: 06 Issue: 02 Year: 2025

https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.zsat.45846

relationships between farmers and the local communities. Finally, the development of agricultural
technological innovation can support agritourism as well as rural economic growth (van Zyl & van der
Merwe, 2021).

Future Research

It is noted that there is an urgent need to identify important untapped research topics to realize the
potential of agritourism (Barbieri et al., 2019). The future research may include furthermore research on
issues less focused on such as benefits, food, gender, performance and policy issues (Barbieri et al.,
2016; Bhatta & Ohe, 2020; Brune et al., 2021, Rauniyar et al., 2021; Savage et al., 2022). The world is
experiencing a new period of fourth industrial revolution (4IR), marked by the widespread use of
emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence (Al) that uses deep learning, robotics, virtual reality
(VR), the Internet of Things (loT) with next-generation 5G networks, and fifth-generation wireless
technology (Hoosain et al., 2020; Martinelli et al., 2021; McGinnis, 2020; Shen et al., 2021;
Sihlongonyane et al., 2020). The another big future is the use of information and communication
technologies (ICT) area using the latest recreational technology on the farm, using social media to
disseminate advertising information, and educating service providers on current hospitality industry
standards and practices. If the search area is fully developed to deal with sufficient research into all
topics, it can become a separate research area that explores the analysis of publication trends of the
topic. Most research on agritourism has been conducted in developed countries. Since emerging
economies are primarily agricultural, these economies have a greater scope of agritourism. Therefore,

future work can focus on studying the status of agritourism with an emphasis on developing countries.
Limitations

The findings for 2024 are only valid up to the month of November, which is when the data collection was
performed. Future scientific research may include a year until 2024 to provide a comprehensive review
of scientific results. The bibliometric analysis is based on technical decisions such as language selection
and research area; relevant articles can be excluded from the analysis. Another limitation is that it was
decided to use Web of Science exclusively, although other databases were consulted. A multi-source
approach that compares multiple databases such as Research Gate, Google Scholar, Scopus, and
Science Direct could provide a thorough review of the research in this area and a clearer understanding
of the key distinctions and implications of using various databases. At the same time, bibliographic
analysis has limited ability to provide an analysis of the context and reasons behind citation behavior.
Furthermore, even if only the best publications were taken into account, other works like book chapters,
conference papers or dissertations may provide valuable clues about potential future research trends.
The bibliometric method provides a very descriptive analysis and might not include enough content

analysis to improve the capacity of explanation and offer a deeper examination of the findings and
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implications. Authors should discuss the results and how they can be interpreted from the perspective
of previous studies and of the working hypotheses. The findings and their implications should be

discussed in the broadest context possible. Future research directions may also be highlighted.
Conclusion

Farmers, the local community, rural areas, tourists, and the nation all gain from agritourism (Girillini et
al., 2025; Mangwiro). The main benefits are providing a second source of income for farmers, providing
jobs for rural communities, diversifying agriculture and revitalizing rural communities. Additionally, it
gives visitors a chance to get away from the hectic city life (Abdoellah et al., 2023). However, many
agritourism activities are not completely successful, the reason could be due to farmers and landowners
who do not thoroughly research the need for tourist products before supplying them and who are
unaware of their target market. The bibliometric analysis technique using the VOSviewer software was
used in this study to examine agritourism-related literature from 2000 to 2024. The purpose of this study
was to review existing results and seek future research directions. The results show that the total
publication volume gradually improved. The main journals are: Tourism Management Journal, Journal
of Sustainable Tourism, Current Issues in Tourism, Journal of Environmental Protection and Ecology
and Journal of Rural Studies. Furthermore the leading agritourism contributors (i.e., USA, Italy, China,
Poland and Romania) have close academic collaboration. In particularly, the North Carolina State
University, University of Missouri and Rural Health Research Center in the United States, University of
Molise in Italy, University of Aegean in Greece, Norwegian University of Science Technology in Norway,
University of Agriculture in Krakéw Poland, Banat University of Agriculture Science and Veterinary
Medicine Romania, Chiba University in Japan and The James Hutton Institute UK all made significant
contributions to the development of agritourism. This is a comprehensive overview of the literature on
agritourism and suggests areas for further research, like combining agritourism with other techniques

and some innovation tools. Future research on ecotourism will benefit from these findings.
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